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Jane Austen and the Price of Happiness

Do Jane Austen novels truly celebrate—or undermine—romance and 
happy endings?

How did Jane Austen become a cultural icon for fairy-tale endings 
when her own books end in ways that are rushed, ironic, and reluctant 
to satisfy readers’ thirst for romance? In Jane Austen and the Price 
of Happiness, Austen scholar Inger Sigrun Bredkjær Brodey journeys 
through the iconic novelist’s books in the first full-length study of 
Austen’s endings. Through a careful exploration of Austen’s own writings 
and those of the authors she read during her lifetime—as well as recent 
cultural reception and adaptations of her novels—Brodey examines the 
contradictions that surround this queen of romance.

Providing innovative and engaging readings of Austen’s novels, Jane 
Austen and the Price of Happiness traces her development as an 
author and her convictions about authorship, novels, and the purpose 
of domestic fiction. In a review of modern film adaptions of Austen’s 
work, the book also offers new interpretations while illustrating how 
contemporary ideas of marriage and happiness have shaped Austen’s 
popular currency in the Anglophone world and beyond.
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“By putting Austen’s original plots and today’s film 
adaptations in sparkling conversation, Brodey has given

us a learned, allusive, provocative, and delightfully 
readable book.”

—Devoney Looser,
Author of The Making of Jane Austen

Save 30% on Jane Austen and the Price of Happiness
USE CODE H JAS 24 AT CH ECKO UT

*Promo code HJAS24 valid only at press.jhu.edu. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Valid until 12/31/25.
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